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But it has brought a wonderful thing
to pass. The nations interested have
met and agreed upon a close time for
fifteen years. Not a seal is to be taken in
the ocean by any ship flying the flag of one
of the signatory Powers until June, 1926.
Those Powers are Great Britain, Russia,
Japan and the United States. It is a
remarkable agreement in more ways than
one. In the first place it recognizes the
fact that, of all the old breeding haunts

The second remarkable aspect of the
compact is this: that four great Powers
have had to confess that unless old methods
are summarily inhibited, the fur seal will
soon be as dead as the dodo. And to
prevent this we have the extraordinary
spectacle of two Powers buying off the
other two. Russia and the United States
say to Great Britain and Japan : "If you
will cease catching seals in the sea and
leave the business to us on land, we will
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A HERD OF FUR SEALS ON THE ROCKY COAST OF THE PRIBILOFF ISLANDS, ALASKA

of the fur seals, only two remain of any
real commercial account, and those are
the Pribylof Islands, Alaska, belonging to
the United States, and the Commander
Islands, in the Behring Sea, belonging to
Russia. Other ancient strongholds have
been desolated, so much so that seal nurs-
eries owned by Japan are not deemed
even worthy of mention. It is sad that
there should have to be this admission in
an international treaty.

repay you to the extent of 15 per cent of
our catch." To that course the other
two nations agreed, and the bargain came
-into effect in 1911. But, be it noted, this
applies only to the fur seal, not to the true
seal. Commercial prudence, not pity, has
dictated the move.

There is an enormous market for seal-
skins. The United States has made a
double profit on them, first by their sale,
secondly by import duties after they have